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Community Safety Select Committee – Air Quality
22nd October 2026
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Air Quality Objectives
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Air Quality Emmision Pathway
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NO2, PM2.5 & PM10

NO2 – combustion process mainly from road transport, electric supply industry and aviation. 

NOX domestic boilers 

PM10 is typically from dust, car wear and tear and domestic wood burners. 

PM2.5 is typically from car wear and tear, tyres and break disks etc and domestic wood burners.  

Ammonia- Agriculture 

Sulphur Dioxide (SO2)- electricity generation fuelled by coal, shipping, railways 

Benzene- Road transport, domestic burning of coal and wood for heating. 

https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/345329/9789240034228-eng.pdf?sequence=1 

https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/345329/9789240034228-eng.pdf?sequence=1
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/345329/9789240034228-eng.pdf?sequence=1
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/345329/9789240034228-eng.pdf?sequence=1
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PM

Particulate Matter (PM) Basics | US EPA

https://www.epa.gov/pm-pollution/particulate-matter-pm-basics#PM
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Automatic Monitoring 

• Eaglescliffe- NO2, PM2.5, PM10 and Benzene 
• Stockton A1305- NO2 & PM2.5 
• Calibrated every 2- 4 weeks to ensure equipment and data is accurate for use. 
• Data is logged every hour and is available as public information. 
• Data is ratified quarterly. 
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UK Monitoring Netword
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Diffusion Tubes 
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Air Quality Data Processing

UK Air website for automatic data Data Archive - Defra, UK

Diffusion tube data emailed monthly.

Diffusion tube data processing.

All data feeds into the ASR.  

https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/data/
https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/data/
https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/data/
https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/data/
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Clean Air Day
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KS2 Project

• KS2 lesson plan created
• Assembly plan to be created
• Anti idling signs to be erected at all schools in the Borough 
• Enforcement to patrol (advice only at this stage). 
• Reviewing legislation with legal following amendments to Environment Act 21 

regarding anti-idling enforcement provisions. 
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Air Quality Strategy & ASR

The air quality strategy for England - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-air-quality-strategy-for-england#:~:text=This%20strategy%20sets%20out%20the,make%20improvements%20for%20their%20communities.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-air-quality-strategy-for-england#:~:text=This%20strategy%20sets%20out%20the,make%20improvements%20for%20their%20communities.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-air-quality-strategy-for-england#:~:text=This%20strategy%20sets%20out%20the,make%20improvements%20for%20their%20communities.
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Annual Status Report Legal document which all Local Authorities have to submit 
to DEFRA by the end of June each year as part of Part IV of 
the Environment Act 1995 Local Air Quality Management, as 
amended by the Environment Act 2021. 

Failure to submit will result in DEFRA looking to escalate the 
LA through its enforcement sanctions.

 

Have to report on where AQ is monitored, all results, any 
trends, major developments, new hot spots, identify what 
work the LA is undertaking to reduce AQ. 

DEFRA review document and then it is to be made available 
to the public. 
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Annual Status Report – Key Messages Key Message: Air quality remains good across the 
Borough

No air quality objectives were exceeded at any 
monitoring location.

No Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) is required.

Nitrogen dioxide (NO₂), PM10 and PM2.5 all remain well 
below national limits.

Most monitoring locations showed improving trends 
compared with 2024.

Stockton continues to demonstrate strong air quality 
performance.
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Annual Status Report – Plaudits from Defra DEFRA Accepted All Conclusions

DEFRA's appraisal was highly positive and included several 
commendations:

 Transparent reporting against every action in the Air Quality 
Strategy.

 Strong monitoring and quality assurance arrangements.

 Clear mapping and presentation of monitoring data.

 Excellent adherence to monitoring requirements.

 Inclusion of benzene monitoring despite it not being required.

 Continued reference to public health outcomes.

 Confirmation that Stockton continues to experience good air 
quality and does not require an AQMA.

Overall conclusion: DEFRA accepted the Council's findings for all 
pollutants and emission sources.
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Annual Status Report Launch of Stockton-on-Tees' first Air Quality Strategy.

Air quality education delivered to 4,767 Key Stage 2 
pupils.

Participation in Clean Air Day.

Monitoring network expanded and reviewed.

Promotion of active travel and public transport.

Council fleet improvements including electric vehicles 
and Euro 6 standards.

Air quality considerations embedded within planning 
decisions.

Next Priority

Continue delivery of the Air Quality Strategy to protect 
and further improve air quality across the Borough.
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Comparison AQ Results to National Objective In simple terms:

• Every pollutant monitored was comfortably below legal 
limits.

• PM2.5 levels are already below the future 2040 target.

• Air quality remains stable and well managed across the 
Borough.

• Air pollution related mortality in Stockton-on-Tees 

reduced to 4.3%.

• This is an improvement from 4.6% in the previous year.

• Better than the England average of 5.3%.

• Supports the Council's wider public health and 

prevention agenda.

• Demonstrates the value of continued investment in air 

quality improvement.

Pollutant Highest Result National Objective

NO₂ (Automatic) 15.5 µg/m³ 40 µg/m³

NO₂ (Diffusion Tube) 29.0 µg/m³ 40 µg/m³

PM2.5 7.9 µg/m³ 20 µg/m³

Benzene 0.45 µg/m³ 5 µg/m³
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Annual Status Report 

"The 2026 DEFRA appraisal confirms that Stockton-on-Tees continues to deliver good air 
quality outcomes, robust monitoring arrangements, strong public health performance 
and effective strategic leadership through its Air Quality Strategy."


	Slide 1: Community Safety Select Committee – Air Quality 22nd October 2026
	Slide 2: Air Quality Objectives
	Slide 3: Air Quality Emmision Pathway
	Slide 4: NO2, PM2.5 & PM10
	Slide 5: PM
	Slide 6: Automatic Monitoring 
	Slide 7: UK Monitoring Netword
	Slide 8: Diffusion Tubes 
	Slide 9: Air Quality Data Processing
	Slide 10: Clean Air Day
	Slide 11: KS2 Project
	Slide 12: Air Quality Strategy & ASR
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18: Annual Status Report 

